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H istorically, the Yankton Sioux were an equestrian, nomadic, hunter-g atherer
g roup of Sioux I ndians whose territor y was east of the Missouri in the prairies
of S outh D akota. I n my research, I explored traditional Yankton Sioux ecolog y,
most specifically in reg ards to their lives along the Missouri River. From an
anthropolog ical perspective, ecolog y is obser ving how a g roup of people
interacted with their surrounding s. I nteractions include those such as
relationships with plants cultivated, how they hunted, fished, and other
subsistence patterns are all looked at. I heavily looked at the impact of the
reser vation system in addition to how Yankton were impacted by the
damming of the Missouri River, most specifically the impact of For t Randall,
which not only inundated cultural sites, but f armland as well. L astly, in my
research, I explore and obser ve the continuity and chang e in Yankton culture
since the nineteenth centur y. The modern day practices aren’t quite the
same as they used to be, but Yankton have worked to make sure their culture
stays alive despite the hardships they have f aced, which have made
maintaining

cultural practices dif ficult. My research was done from my

apar tment in Vermillion where I read multiple dif f erent ar ticles and books.
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Best memor y:
Visiting Ponca S tate Park was one of my f avorite par ts
of the summer. Even thoug h it was rig ht at the
beg inning , the views were amaz ing and the
temperature was really nice that day. A lot of our g roup
field trips were a lot of fun for me actually since my
research was spending a lot of time reading on my own,
Monday outing s allowed for more socializ ation than I g ot
to do other wise. I also really enjoyed learning about the
other student’s projects and hearing about their
adventures in the field.

Ref erences:
D eMallie, Raymond J. "Yankton and Yanktonai." 777-93.
2001.
Woolwor th, Alan R., and John L. Champe. Sioux I ndians I I I .
Edited by D avid A. H orr. New York: Garland Pub., 1974.
L awson, Michael L. D ammed I ndians Revisited: The
Continuing H istor y of the Pick-S loan Plan and the Missouri
River Sioux. Pierre, SD : S outh D akota S tate H istorical
S ociety Press, 2009.
"Yankton Sioux Tribe." Yankton Sioux Tribe. Accessed July 15,
2019. https: //www.yanktonsiouxtribe.net/.

